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In Part 1, the author wrote about how mosquitoes 
impacted Florida mail. In this article he discusses 

how they affected life insurance and southern travel. 

By Thomas Lera

MosquitoesMosquitoes
Their Influence on 

Life Insurance
and Southern Travel

By the end of the 1850s, 
life insurance sales had in-
creased, climbing to almost 
$200 million by 1862. 

Although the industry had no experi-
ence with mortality during war, most policies 
contained clauses which voided the contract in 
the case of military service. However, several 
major companies decided to insure war risks 
for an additional premium rate of 2% to 5%. 

While most insurers just about broke even 
on these  policies, the goodwill and publicity 
engendered with the payment of each soldier’s 
death claim, combined with a generally height-
ened awareness of mortality, greatly increased 
interest in life insurance. In fact, in the imme-

diate postbellum period, investment in 
most businesses and industries signifi-
cantly increased. Only 43 life insur-
ance companies existed on the eve of 
the war, while its newfound popularity 

resulted in the establishment of an additional 
107 companies between 1865 and 1870 (Mur-
phy 2002).

During and after the war, insurers placed ad-
ditional stringent restrictive requirements on 
the activities of policyholders. Sixty days were 
reserved for the payment of claims, nothing 
was due if the insured died by suicide, dueling 
or the hands of justice, regular health and char-
acter checks were required, and many prohib-
ited the consumption of alcohol.

B
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Later, in order to limit their liability insurance 
companies included travel prohibitions and 

restrictions to healthier regions of the county, due to the 
rise of malaria and yellow fever. Travel was specifically 
restricted to parts of Canada and the United States north 
of the southern boundaries of Virginia and Kentucky, 
unless prior consent of the insurance company was 
obtained. 

While restrictions varied by insurer, most were sim-
ilar to this one from Charter Oak Life Insurance Com-
pany’s 1855 policy. If any condition below was met 
without company consent, the policy shall be null, void 
and of no effect: 

• Die abroad upon the seas or shall without the con-
sent of this Company, previously obtained and endorsed 
upon this Policy

• Pass beyond the settled limits of the United States 
(except into the settled limits of the British Provinces 
of the two Canadas, Nova Scotia or New Brunswick) or 
pass to or west of the Rocky Mountains

• Enter any military or naval service whatsoever (the 
militia not in actual service excepted)

• Be employed as engineer or fireman in charge of a 
steam engine, or conductor or brakeman of a railroad, 
or as officer of any steam vessel

• Or in the manufacturing or transportation of gun-
powder

• Or become so far intemperate as to impair his 
health seriously and permanently (over drinking)

• Or induce delirium tremens (life-threatening with-
drawal syndrome that may affect people with severe, 
chronic alcoholism)

• Or shall by his own hand, in a due, or by the hands 
of justice or in the known violation of any laws of the 
State or United States

In 1862, New England Mutual Life Insurance Com-
pany had a condition that “the Insured shall not without 
consent, voluntarily and without compulsion or irresist-
ible necessity, remain over one month between June 1 
– Oct 31 south of the latitude of the southern boundary 
of Virginia.”

In 1863, Mutual Life of Wisconsin’s condition read, 
“the Insured cannot visit south of the southern bound-
aries of Virginia and Kentucky or shall be or reside 
within 10 miles of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers 
between the parallels of 36.30- and 40-degrees north 
latitude.”  The Manhattan Life Insurance Company 
condition was “the Insured cannot visit, between July 
1st to November 1st south of the southern boundaries of 
Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri and Kansas.” 

Life insurance companies did, however, occasion-
ally give consent or permission as seen in The Mutual 
Life Insurance Company of New York Cash War Per-
mit dated September 26, 1863. “In consideration of 

Figure 1. Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
New York Cash War Permit. 

(Courtesy of Michael Mahler Collection)
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Frances White, an American illustrator, 
designed an album, The Stickum-Stamp 
Family and Other Stamp Stunts, published 
by Barse and Hopkins of New York in 1914. 
[11] Children and their parents were given 
precise printed instructions on how to repli-
cate printed illustrations using bits of post-
age stamps as if they were a color palette. 
In our copy of the album, someone has 
completed the first example, “Cubic Jim-
my.” [12
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the extra Premium of Five per cent Emerson K. Marter 
has permission to continue in actual War service under 
the Government of these United States.” The Agree-
ment tax was paid by matching 5¢ Agreement Revenue 
Stamp canceled by “socked on the nose” circular date 
stamp “MUTUAL LIFE INS. CO. SEP 30, 1863. (Fig. 
1)

Michael Mahler speculated (Mahler, 2018): The 
company was willing to support the war effort, but 
only up to a point. An additional condition was added: 
“This permit does not cover the above-mentioned E. K. 
Marter if he passes South of the 34th parallel of North 
Latitude.”  The 34th parallel passes through northern 
Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi, just north of Atlan-
ta. (Fig. 2)  Was this designed to safeguard Marter from 
the war, or from yellow fever and malaria?

Even after the war, life insurance companies rou-
tinely prohibited travel to, or residence in the deep 
South between the first day of July and the first day of 
November. The northern borders of the forbidden zone 
sometimes varied between the 31st to 36th  parallel; or 
the southern borders of Virginia and Kentucky; or the 

southern borders of North Carolina and Tennessee. 
In 1868, the Charter Oak Life Insurance Company 

revised the condition to read: “ the Insured shall [not] 
without previous consent, visit parts of the United 
States south of the thirty-sixth degree North Latitude, 
between the 1st of July and the 1st of November.” 
In 1869 the company refined the boundaries to: “the 
insured shall not pass south of the 32nd degree of North 
Latitude, or within 25 miles of the Mississippi River, or 
south of the Northern boundaries of Tennessee and Ar-
kansas, between the first days of July and November.”

On August 12, 1882, The Equitable Life Assurance 
Society of the United States gave George Lewis per-
mission to travel and reside in Florida, provided he did 
not visited any place where yellow fever prevailed, and 
his stay outside of Florida and the limits allowed by his 
policy in any one season, between July 1st and Novem-
ber 1st, not exceed 30 days (Fig. 3).

Other life insurance companies had similar condi-
tions.

In 1868, New Jersey Mutual Life Insurance Compa-
ny of Newark stated the insured between July 1st and 

Cover from the Charter Oak 
Life Insurance Company in New 
York, after the Civil War.

Figure 2. Note each degree of latitude 
is approximately 69 miles.
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Nov. 1st, shall not visit or reside in Memphis, Tenn. or 
in those part of the United States which lie south of the 
southern borders of North Carolina and Tennessee (Fig. 
4). 

Massachusetts Life Insurance Company determined 
in 1872 the insured could pass south of the 36th parallel 
between June 1 – November 1 provided it was not with-
in 50 miles of the Mississippi or Red Rivers, or within 
100 miles of the Atlantic Ocean or Gulf of Mexico. 

I was able to find three Southern life insurance com-
panies, Piedmont & Arlington, Piedmont Real Estate, 
and Southern, who did not place the seasonal restric-
tions on their policies, as it would have severely limited 
their sales to permanent residents of the South. 

Piedmont Real Estate Insurance Company, Rich-
mond, VA. (1869) and Piedmont and Arlington Life 
Insurance Company (1871) stated the insured shall not 
travel between the tropics (Tropic of Cancer, 23.5 de-
grees north of the equator and Tropic of Capricorn, 23.5 
degrees south of the equator). 

The 1872 policy of the Southern Life Insurance 
Company, Memphis, TN. stated the insured shall not, 

without approval, pass beyond the settled limits of the 
United States and Canada.

Revenue Stamps
The 1862 Revenue Act (July 1, 1862 Revenue Act) 

stated: “Life Insurance was a policy of insurance, or 
other instrument by whatever name the same shall be 
called, whereby any insurance shall be made upon any 
life or lives. When the amount insured shall not exceed 
$1,000 dollars, the duty is 25 cents (Fig. 5).”  Revenue 
stamps could be placed anywhere on the policy to pay 
the proper duty.  

In 1871,The Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance 
Company had a condition the insured could not reside 
32 degrees south between July 1 through November 1.

When the amount insured was  more than $1,000, 
but did not  exceed $5,000 dollars, the duty was 50 
cents (Fig. 6). 

When the amount insured exceeded $5,000 dollars, 
the duty was $1.00 (Fig.7).

Insert Figures 7 left and 7 right.  $1.00 Revenue 
stamps

Not only did life insurance companies have “permis-

The headquarters of the 
Equitable Life Assurance 

Company in 1892.
Wasington, D.C.

Figure 3. Travel Resistrictions from 
Equitable Life Assurance Society 
(Courtesy of State Archives of 
Florida, 2020)



Kelleher’s Stamp Collector’s Quarterly • Second Quarter 2020 • 73

sion to travel” documents, the railroads and boards of 
health created similar ones. These documents allowed 
employees to travel to oversee and enforce quarantine 
rules.

The Florida Central and Peninsular Railroad Com-
pany’s Chief Surgeon and President of the State 
Medical Association, R. B. Burroughs, MD, signed 
the document below on October 22, 1897. It reads: “I 
hereby testify that the bearer, C.B. Gwyn, residing in 
Jacksonville, Fla. has not been in any territory infected 
with Yellow Fever within fifteen days ”  The document 
had the State Board of Health Seal embossed and C.B. 
Gwyn’s signature on the left (Fig. 8). 

Mr. Henry P. Labatut, Notary Public for the New Or-
leans Board of Health, on September 15, 1897 certified; 
“Edward Millette, being sworn in the manner and form 
prescribed by law; did on his oath depose and say: that 
he has not resided in or near or visited any locality de-
clared infected or suspicious of yellow fever by Local 
Health Authorities.” This document was approved by 
G. Farrar Patton, MD Secretary of the Louisiana State 
Board of Health, and an embossed seal was affixed on 
the reverse (Fig.9). 

While life insurance companies placed strict travel 
restrictions on the insured including prior consent to 
visit the southern states, the underlying reason for these 

Figure 4. New Jersey Mutual Life Insurance Company travel restrictions

Figure 5. Life Insurance – Four 25¢ imperforate Life Insurance revenue stamps, with New England 
Mutual Life manuscript cancels, dated December 13, 1862. (Courtesy of Michael Mahler Collection)
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restrictions was never clearly stated. However, I sub-
mit it was to lessen the risk of the company paying on 
deaths caused by yellow fever.

In 1900, the U.S. Army Yellow Fever Commission 
sent Dr. Walter Reed to Cuba to study the fever based 
largely on the work of Carlos Finlay. He confirmed it 
was the Aedes aegypti mosquitoes that spread the dis-
ease, not person-to-person contact with those who were 
already sick with the disease.  Reed’s findings helped 

develop mosquito control programs and a treatment to 
reduce the number of yellow fever cases, which re-
sulted in life insurance companies removing the travel 
restrictions. 

Figure 6. Part perforate 50¢ Life Insur-
ance revenue stamp, with Manhattan 
Life Insurance Co. NY, cancellation dat-
ed April 1, [1863]. (Courtesy of Michael 
Mahler Collection)

The Manhattan Life Insur-
ance Company Building at 
64-66 Broadway in lower 
Manhattan was considered 
one of the first major sky-
scrapers built in New York 
City in 1894; 348 feet high.
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